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The mission of the Cultural Alliance of Fair� eld County is 
to support cultural organizations, artists and creative busi-
nesses by providing promotion, services and advocacy.

For more information, visit CulturalAllianceFC.org or email 
infoCulturalAllianceFC.org or call 256-2329.
For events lists, visit FCBuzz.org. 

Factory Space 
to Arts Space: 
Thriving in Bridgeport
On the west side of Bridgeport is an old factory building 
that’s been reinvented as a vibrant artist community. The 
NEST Arts Factory, under the direction of Victor Mulaire, is 
home to studios for 36 artists working in a wide variety of 
media. There are visual artists painting in acrylics and oils, 
sculptors, photographers, printmakers, decorative painters, 
quilters and fi ber artists, ceramic artists, collage and mixed-
media artists, animators, jewelers and fi lmmakers. The musi-
cians of the NEST play in the genres of acoustic folk, Latin 
rock, alternative rock, reggae and classical secular and sa-
cred music.

The NEST began in 1996 in excess factory space of Cricket 
Hosiery Co., Mulaire’s innovative sock company. Mulaire, a 
longtime and steadfast supporter of the arts in Bridgeport, 
eventually closed Cricket Hosiery and the entire factory space 
became artist studios. The building is now abuzz with the 
strains of guitars and the whirr of power sanders, the delicate 
melodies of a harpsichord and the hum of sewing machines, 
the rhythm of drums and the scratch of charcoal on paper.

The NEST Arts Factory today includes small and large stu-
dios for visual artists and musicians, open space for events, 
performances and exhibitions and a recording studio. The 
NEST Arts Factory Gallery showcases local and emerg-
ing artists in group and solo exhibitions, as well as one to 
two juried shows annually. Recent exhibitions at the NEST 
Gallery include the Footprint exhibit from the Center for 
Contemporary Printmaking in Norwalk and an invitational 
encaustics show of six outstanding Connecticut encaustic 
artists. Last fall the new NEST gift shop opened, featuring 
the work of many of the artists of the NEST.

The NEST Arts Factory hosts six to seven open studio 
events a year and participates in the citywide Bridgeport 
Art Trail each November. The NEST Arts Factory is at 1720 
Fairfi eld Ave, Bridgeport. Several spaces within the NEST are 
available for rent by the community for events and studios 
are available through a juried application process. For more 

information about the NEST and to sign 
up for a twice-monthly email newsletter, 
please visit nestartsfactory.com.

Janet Davila, artist member 
NEST Arts Factory
Member, Cultural Alliance of Fairfi eld 
County

Saturday, June 13, artists, art lovers, collectors and philan-
thropists will gather to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the 
Center for Contemporary Printmaking (CCP). In celebration 
of this milestone, CCP is hosting a 20th Anniversary Gala 
Luncheon at Greenwich Polo Grounds. The event will kick o�  
with a private tour of The Brant Foundation Art Study Center. 
The luncheon gala will feature entertainment by Broadway 
performer Anne Runolfsson, who has held lead rolls in 
productions of “Phantom of the Opera,” “Les Miserables,” 
“Victor Victoria” and many other shows.  The event will also 
feature an auction of original prints by some of the world’s 
most renowned and collected printmakers. Included, among 
others, will be works by Claes Oldenburg, a major name in 
the pop art world, best known for his large-scale sculptures 
of everyday objects, and Kiki Smith, whose work addresses 
themes of birth, regeneration, AIDS, gender and race. 

Founded in 1995 by Grace and William Shanley and a 
group of like-minded artists and community leaders, as the 
Connecticut Graphic Arts Center, CCP’s mission is to support, 
preserve and advance the art of original prints. The center 

Center for Contemporary Printmaking 
Hosts 20th Anniversary Gala

is dedicated to increasing awareness, knowledge and ap-
preciation for prints and the process of printmaking through 
exhibitions, publications, educational programs and artist 
workshops.  

To learn more about the center or to purchase tickets to 
the 20th Anniversary Gala, please visit contemprints.org. 

The Lockwood-Mathews Mansion Museum on June 14, noon-
4 p.m., will launch its second annual Ice Cream Social in 
Mathews Park in Norwalk. The event o� ers a wide range of 
family-friendly entertainment for children and adults.

LMMM’s costumed interpreters will bring the Mansion’s his-
tory back to life, while props will be on hand for memorable 
selfi es. Booths hosted by a variety of local crafters and bak-
ers will o� er hand-made must-haves while visitors explore 
the past and celebrate the present with a patriotic salute 
to Old Glory, led by local scout troops. Visitors will learn how 
ice cream was made during the Victorian era and enjoy this 
19th century confectionary invention, which became widely 
popular during mid- to late-19th century.

Entertainment will include performances by  T.A.T.  sup-
ported by members of Rubberband of Norwalk, the Mulkerin 
School of Irish Dance of Norwalk and West Haven, Norwalk 
Academy of Dance, The Grandmas and Grandpas of Wilton, 
magician and juggler  Jason Pipitone,  palm reader  Jessica 
Fattahi of Stamford, high-wheelers and much more. 

For a reduced $5 admission, the mansion will o� er mini-

Ice Cream Social at Lockwood-Mathews  

tours of its magnifi cent period rooms and its current exhibits, 
“Tropical Luxuriance: The Mansion’s Conservatory from 1868 
to 1880,” and “Childhood Portraits: Our Children Our Future,” 
with photography courtesy of Sarah Grote Photography.

The Lockwood-Mathews Mansion Museum is a National 
Historic Landmark. For more information on the schedule of 
events, food stands and prices, please email info@lockwood-
mathewsmansion.com or visit lockwoodmathewsmansion.com
or call 203-838-9799.


